
VELMA L. PATE
Velma L. Pate married Ezekiel Taylor in 1971 and had one daughter, Tenisha Taylor. Velma serves as 
the executive administrative assistant of the Ezekiel Taylor Scholarship Foundation. 

Velma is a 20-year executive administrative assistant retiree from the Chicago Housing Authority 
(CHA). In 2006, she was awarded the Chief of Staff’s Bronze Award for her commitment and 
dedication to the company. She is the Secretary for C.H.A.R.M. Chicago Housing Authority 
Retirement Members.

Velma is also the owner of Miracle Earthly Designz Graphic Design Printing Services. 

She is a member of Covenant United Church of Christ, where she serves as a grief counselor to the 
Beloved Ministry and the co-leader to the Environmental Green Team.

Velma spent 32 years as a member of the New Covenant M.B. Church. During her last five years, 
she served as the Mission II Ministry president, ministering to the less fortunate in the church and 
communities. In 1995, she restructured the Food Pantry naming it, “The Jesus Help-N-Hand” center, 
serving food, clothes and household goods to those in need of assistance. This massive reorganization 
gained the support of the Chicago Greater Food Depository. Under Velma’s leadership, the pantry 
garnered the attention of the local media and secured thousands of dollars in sponsorship funds.  

Velma served as the executive vice president in the Illinois National Baptist State Convention, Senior 
Mission #2, and organizes annual women retreats from Cedar Lake to Green Lake.

In 2001, Velma coordinated and founded a Food Pantry for the Mt. Sinai M.B. Church through 
the Chicago Greater Food Depository. Naming it, “The Bread of Life Food Pantry”. The depository 
awarded the church a $2,500 check through Velma’s grant-writing proposal. 

In 2003, she coordinated and founded the Linda A. Whitehead Nursery for Mt. Sinai M.B. Church 
giving mothers with young babies an opportunity to leave their babies in good care during church 
services. 

Velma was appointed at Mt. Sinai M.B. Church as the director of the Stewardship Discipleship 
Journey, growing the church’s financial intake from $17,000 a month to $85,000 in tithes and 
offerings. 

Velma dedicates her spare time to helping others. 

She is the wife (Queen) to Sammie Pate. She is the very proud mother of Tenisha and Aidan’s 
Nana north. She is also the parent to a blended family of 4 children, 8 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren. 

Her motto is to always work with a smile and pay attention to even the smallest details of life. 


